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This popular paralegal-specific text introduces the skills of reading and analyzing court opinions. It

focuses on briefing cases and applying case law in legal memoranda and advocacy letters. This is a

major revision with new cases and expanded writing chapters.
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PART I: HOW TO BRIEF AN OPINION: Introduction to Court Opinions and the Legal System.

Introduction to Briefing. Identifying the Parties. Identifying the Objectives and Theories of the

Parties. Identifying the History of the Litigation. introduction to Identifying Key Facts. Identifying

Issues and Holdings. Identifying the Reasoning. Dictum, Disposition, and Commentary on an

Opinion. A Composite Brief. PART II: THE APPLICATION OF COURT OPINIONS: Fact

Comparison in the Application of Case Law: Fact Similarities, Fact Differences, and Fact Gaps.

Rule-of-Law Comparison. Factors Determining the Length and Comprehensiveness of Case

Analysis. Primary and Secondary Authority: Their use and Abuse in legal Writing. Using and

Abusing Legislative History in Legal Writing. Writing the Memorandum of Law. Letter Writing and

Case Analysis. The Appelatte Brief. clarity in Legal Writing. APPENDICES: Opinions to be Used for

Some of the Assignments. Suggested Responses to the Practice Assignments. Overview of Civil

and Criminal Litigation. Citations in Legal Writing. Quotation Marks, Brackets, and Ellipsis Dots.

Usage Rules and Guidelines From A to Z. Proofreader's Marks. Glossary. INDEX.

William Statsky is a member of both the ethics committee and the advisory council for the National



Federation of Paralegal Associations, as well as an instructor of online courses at Thomas Edison

State College in Trenton, New Jersey. He is the author of numerous groundbreaking legal textbooks

for paralegals and was a member of the transition team for then President-Elect Ronald Reagan.

Mr. Statsky holds a master of law degree (LL.M) in urban affairs, as well as a juris doctorate degree

(J.D.).

If you are taking a legal research class, learning to write or understand "Internal Opinions", write

briefs or just plain improve your legal research skills; this is the book for you.It goes into intense

detail on the steps to reading a case, how to brief a case, and how to write your case analysis,

internal memo's etc. If you are planning to go to law school, you may want to read this text book.

This is subject matter that is covered in your first year of law school. If you have limited or no

experience in reading briefs, then it will come in handy. This book does give a quick introduction to

IRAC for the new law student.The sections on Identifying the case, history, objectives, parties, key

facts, theories, holdings, issues, reasoning, etc. are priceless and well worth the cost of the book

itself. Additionally, each chapter goes over the rules in such a manner as to introduce you to legal

writing in a sensible easy to learn method (if you can refer to legal writing as ever being "easy"). The

best part of this book is that it gives you the basis to write persuasive papers that are not full of

useless legal argot that would offend the intelligence of the legal reader. It is to the point.I should

point out that it has helped me be at the top of my legal classes by giving me the basis from which

to organize, write and present my papers. I recommend it as a good source to build from.

Legal writing can be very confusing, especially for a student just entering law school. Fortunately,

this text explains how a student can read legal cases, laws, and statutes without getting confused.

This book teaches students how to read various legal items and concisely write legal papers to

reflect what another person needs to argue in order to win a case. Great book for legal writing and

strongly recommended for any law school student.

Perfect condition!

A must have book, clear and easy to read. Excellent book for the study of case law and legal

writing. Recommend it highly for the first year law student

A good fundamental book that addresses things you don't think about when writing outside the legal



world. Easy to read.

I finished the law school and passed the bar. Thank you. Without those cheap text books, I would

waste more ...

very helpful for the course taken

good
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